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1 Bury Street: Monday, April 2, 1787.

fi Having half-an-hour to spare this morning, I shall
give you a page or two, lest to-morrow should be more
engaged ; but I expect to be interrupted every moment
by a painter from Wapping Wall, a constituent who
says he has been commissioned by some freemen at
Berwick to do my picture and Greneral Vaughan's for
the Town Hall, which I do not believe a word of, and I
think he means to force a job out of some of us when
his work is done, in which I have given him clearly t<?
understand that he will be disappointed. He is to take
a sketch of my head in small, from which he says he
shall easily do the large picture without any sitting ;
as for the figure, he thinks he is sure to succeed in that,
as he always makes it a rule to follow the proportions
of the Apollo Belvedere. He is a painter of the sterns
of ships, and such things, and I presume my picture
may one day adorn a smack, for I do not flatter myself
it will ever get within the Town Hall. The worst of it
is that he will probably destroy me a couple of good
forenoons*

c On Saturday I dined at Lady Palmerston's. . . ,
Sirs. Cholmondeley l came in just after dinner, and
called for a bottle of champagne, and was in one of her
high-spirited humours. She has got excessively fat,
like other elderly people. She told us she was fifty-
seven, and for one so near sixty she is really a surpris-

1 Wife of the Hon. and Eev. Robert Cholmondeley, and sister of
* Peg Woffington.*